STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 2025-2026 EDITION
MARCH 13 2026 AT VCU RICHMOND VIRGINIA

OPPONENT: HAMPTON HIGH SCHOOL (26-1) AWAY TEAM (BLACK)
JOHN HANDLEY HIGH SCHOOL (23-5) HOME TEAM (WHITE)
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REFACE

John Handley High School first opened its doors to students in 1923. In that year they were in the CVAL (Cumberland Valley Athletic League). They fielded no basketball team in 1927 and 1928. Also in the years 1935, 1936, and 1937 they withdrew from the CVAL. In 1947 they were in District 2 and in the years 1948- 1955 they were in District 5. In the years 1956-1959 they were in District 10. Starting in 1960 they have been members of the Northwest District.
In the 1955-1956 season they entered the state playoffs for the first time. Since that time they have entered states 18 times, were state semi finalists 12 times, were state finalists 5 times and as of the 2025-2026 season have one state title.
This is the story of that one state title (2025-2026). The other state teams are featured in my other book “Runners-up—The History of Handley at States”. After the 2025-2026 season, of course, we are no longer runner-ups.

 The coaches, players and staff made this possible. This is their story. Pride! 
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ACT 1: THE TEAM
0 Amari Brown

1 Silas Miller

2 Isaiah Baxter

3 Jaevon Brisco

4 Jack Pearce-Gonzales

5 Keon Ulmer

20 Tim Campbell

22 Aaron DeChristopher

23 Christian Dingess

30 Will Braun-Duin

33 Asher Mattison

34 Ze’Quon Williams

35 Kyren Oglesby

ACT 2: COACHES AND STAFF
Head Coach:  Zach Harrell-Zook

Assistants: Trey Brisco, Michael Brown, Jason Combs, Donald Finley, Tarrell Hayden

Managers: Judah Duffy, Braylon Buchanan, Austin Wilkins
Athletic Trainer: Bart Stewart

Statistician: Sam McCall 

ACT THREE: REGULAR SEASON
After the 2024-2025 season expectations were high. We finished 25-2 and lost in the state semis to Varina. Our other loss that year was to Spring Mills West Virginia in overtime, the AAAA state champion in West Virginia. We had the majority of our team back. We were planning on another state run.
Actually the beginning of our state team was started in the summer. The team went to several summer tournaments and individual players also traveled to play in several tournaments. The coach also scheduled a tough schedule to toughen us up for a playoff run. Teams in the southern part of Virginia played a tougher brand of basketball. The harder schedule was to get us ready to face the faster and bigger teams .So the scene was set even before the season started.  
We started out fast, beating Huguenot from Richmond in the Handley Invitational 67-58.We led the whole way but they closed out scoring 25 points in the last quarter. They finished the year 12-10. We bombed Manassas Park 108-33, tying our record set last year for most points scored. We led 87-22 in the third quarter. Then tragedy struck against Sherando. Although we won the game 77-46, we lost our all-state player; Will Braun-Duin with a bad ankle sprain .This game again wasn’t close although we trailed after the first quarter 20-15. We shut them down in the second half outscoring them 43-17. We would meet them two more times, once in the region semi finals. 
Adjusting without Will was a challenge for our team. However, we went forward and beat Central of Woodstock in the Ram classic at Strasburg 35-27. We played sloppy in this game, only scoring 6 points in the first quarter. We held them to only 2 points in the third quarter. Christian was held to a season low of 3 points. Central would go on to the state final game where they lost to Graham.  We traveled to Briar Woods and won 69-54. Once again we outscored them in the second half 37-22.   We next traveled to Bristol Virginia for the Arby’s Classic and faced two tough teams. We lost to nationally ranked Oak Hill Academy 62-43. We were actually tied at half 25-25. But we only scored 18 points in the second half to their 37. We lost to Roanoke Catholic Academy 62-60.We led at half 34-29 and by 10 at the end of the third. But we only scored 7 points in the last quarter and they scored 19. This was a game we should have won.
We next beat Millbrook 63-55 in a tough game at Millbrook. We couldn’t quite put them away . They outscored us 20-14 in the last quarter. We beat James Wood 89-39. This game was never in doubt. We led 71-30 at the end of the third quarter. Traveling to Front Royal we lost our third game to Skyline 67-64. We tried vainly in the second half to come back but Skyline is always tough at home. We outscored them 18-10 in the last quarter but it wasn’t enough. Skyline also went to the regional playoffs in their class. We then lost our fourth game against a strong Denbigh team 62-39. In this game Will came back but 12 seconds in he suffered another injury. He would be out or another 12 games. Denbigh also went deep in the playoffs losing to Hampton.
We next easily beat Liberty 74-35 This game was never in doubt. We led 44-22 at half and coasted the rest of the game.  We next defeated Orange County in the NW District-Jefferson District tournament in Charlottesville 75-47. This game also was never in doubt. We led 54-36 at the end of the third quarter. We next beat Brentsville 84-42. Another game that wasn’t in doubt, as we led 28-9 at the end of the first quarter. . 
We lost our fifth and final loss to Millbrook75-65. Millbrook played almost a perfect game. They outscored us 18-8 in the last quarter. We were tied 57-57 at the end of the third quarter. From this game on we were unbeatable.

We beat Sherando for the second time 78-35. This game was a little surprising because Sherando had been playing good basketball. We jumped out to a 21-8 first quarter lead and never looked back.  We traveled to Shenandoah Valley Academy in New Market on a cold and windy night and won 82-18. Everybody except Amari scored in this game.   We beat James Wood again 77-32. We had a 29-9 lead in the first quarter and 65-26 at the end of the third quarter.  We traveled to Veritas Collegiate Academy in Arlington and won 91-44. We led 50-24 at half. Christian scored 37 points in this game.  We got even with Skyline in our next game winning 75-36. Skyline played poorly and didn’t score at all in the second quarter.  We then traveled to the Adam Ward Classic in Salem and beat a good Hidden Valley team 66-57. We trailed after one quarter 17-12 and led 50-46 after the third quarter. We outscored them 16-11 in the last quarter to pull away.  We bombed Liberty again 80-38. We needed to schedule another game and we played Jefferson County West Virginia and won 70-36 to finish out the regular season 18-5. We jumped out to a 17-4 first quarter lead.This was our 28th regular season NW District Class 4 title.
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Region Quarters Millbrook
ACT 4: REGIONALS
REGION QUARTER FINAL 2/23/26 MILLBROOK @ HANDLEY
We played the regional quarter final at Handley against one team that had beaten us, Millbrook. We had played them twice in the regular season, beating them at Millbrook and then losing to them at Handley.  We led 16-12 in the first quarter and led 36-19 at half. We held them to just 7 points in the second quarter. We pulled away in the second half, outscoring them 40-30. We won the rubber match by beating them 76-49. It was in this game that Will finally came back, contributing 11 points, and giving us a much needed moral boost.  Christian had 24 points. A big lead in the first half, 36-19 helped us in the win. 
REGION SEMI FINAL 2/25/2026 SHERANDO @ HANDLEY
 In the region semi final, which with a win secured us a spot in states, we faced Sherando, a team we had beaten handily twice in the regular season. We had scored the most points in those two games that Sherando had given up to any team this season. Still smarting from losing to us by big margins twice, they came ready to play. This time they played us tough. We led 14-8 after one quarter and 31-19 at half. At the end of the third we led 46-34. They played tough in the last quarter outscoring us 17-13 .But we held on and won 59-51. Sherando had beaten Charlottesville to advance to this semi final. We were now officially in the state playoffs!

REGION FINAL 2/27/2026 @ EC GLASS, LYNCHBURG
 On the region final we had to travel to Lynchburg to play an undefeated EC Glass team. Not too many gave us a chance. Their large gym was sold out and people were turned away after the gym reached capacity, 1400.It was wild and crazy. One of our managers was thrown out before the game started.  We trailed 12-9 after the first quarter and 24-23 at half .We outscored them 14-9 in the third quarter and led 37-33. We scored 23 points in the last quarter but they scored 25. We had 4 players who played in the last quarter with 4 fouls. We led 60-58 in the closing seconds and Glass took a three point shot to win the game that hit the front of the rim. We won our 10th region title in a close one 60-58.Glass would go on to lose to Heritage of Leesburg and exit the state playoffs. Glass finished up with a 24-2 record. We had secured a home game for the state quarters! The scene was now set or the state tournament. 
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Region quarter vs. Millbrook
 Region quarter vs. Millbrook[image: image5.png]


  

Region Semi final vs. Sherando
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Region Semi Final vs. Sherando
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Region Final @ EC Glass
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Region Final @ EC Glass
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ACT 5: STATES!
STATE QUARTER FINAL 3/3/2026 BROAD RUN @ HANDLEY

Broad Run had been battling Heritage of Leesburg all season in the Dulles district. They had lost to Heritage twice, the last time in the region playoffs in overtime. They came to Handley with a 22-3 record.
We led after one quarter 12-11 and at half we trailed 25-23. We picked it up in the second half and managed to lead at the end of the third quarter39-38. The last quarter belonged to us as we outscored them 31-24 to win the state quarter final game 70-62. Once again it was a packed house at Handley. We advanced to the state semi final game but would have to travel to the Richmond area to face Varina, who had beaten us in the state semi last year at Handley.

[image: image14.png]



State Quarter Final vs. Broad Run
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STATE SEMI FINAL VARINA @ HIGHLAND SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL HENRICO COUNTY 3/6/2026 
If EC Glass in Lynchburg was boisterous, the atmosphere at Highland Springs was electric. Varina entered the state semi final after beating Denbigh, a team that had beaten us earlier rather handily. The year before they beat us on our home court in the state semi. 

We trailed after the first quarter 19-18. At the half we trailed 26-23. After the third quarter we still trailed 34-30. Defense ruled this game. 

We stepped it up in the last quarter, outscoring them 19-10.  We won the semi final game 49-44. Will scored 10 points in the last quarter, including 5 for 5 at the foul line. A couple of fights started in the stands after the game, and we and the cheerleaders had a police escort out of the school. Despite this we had a joyful ride home knowing that we would be in the state final game for the 5th time!
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State Semi Final vs. Varina @ Highland Springs HS
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State Semi Final vs. Varina
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State Semi final @ Highland Springs HS vs. Varina 

STATE FINAL 3/13/26 VRS. HAMPTON @ VCU RICHMOND VIRGINIA
We left Handley around 2 PM on Friday March 12th to spend the night and get ready for our championship game March 13th at 1:00pm. We stopped in Ashland at Patrick Henry High School to practice. We arrived at our hotel around 5:30 and after checking in went to eat dinner at a steak house. We went back to our hotel and had a 9 PM curfew .In the morning we ate at the hotel and later boarded the bus to go to the Siegel Center at VCU. We watched the Salem girls lose in a close game before heading to our locker room. 
Hampton had won 6 state titles and was runner-ups 3 times. They had lost their first game to Denbigh but then won 26 in a row, including a post season win over Denbigh. Their record going in to the state final was 26-1, ours was 23-5.

We started out fast, leading 17-13 after the first quarter. We still led at the half 24-18. In the third quarter we opened up a ten point lead 37-27. In the last quarter we piled it on, outscoring them 24-15 and winning our first state championship 61-42. Will scored 11 points in the last quarter Christian finished with 18 and Jaevon had 13.  We had come close in four tries but the 5th time was the charm. 

After all the interviews and trophy presentations we headed for home with the trophy .We got a police escort into town just like when we left Winchester the day before. The fans showed up when we left the school Friday and were there to celebrate when we got home. Pride![image: image19.png]


    

State Final Siegel Center VCU Richmond
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State Final Siegel Center VCU Richmond
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State Final Siegel Center VCU Richmond Virginia
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State Final Siegel Center VCU Richmond Virginia
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State Final Siegel Center VCU Richmond
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State Final Siegel Center VCU Richmond
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State Champions 2025-2026
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Celebration! 
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THE CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON 2025-2026
Huguenot @ Handley (Handley Invitational) 12/13/2025 W 67-58

Manassas Park @ Handley 12/17/2025 W 108-33

Sherando @ Handley 12/19/2025 W 77-46

Central @ Strasburg (Rams Classic) 12/20/2025 W 35-27

Briarwoods @ Briarwoods 12/22/2025 W 69-54

Oak Hill Academy @ Bristol (Arby’s Classic) 12/27/2026 L 62-43

Roanoke Christian Academy @ Bristol 12/29/2025 L 62-60

Millbrook @ Millbrook 1/2/2026 W 63-55

James Wood @ Handley 1/6/2026 W 89-39

Skyline @ Skyline 1/9/2026 L 67-64

Denbigh @ Handley 1/13/2026 L 62-39 

Liberty @ Handley 1/15/2026 W 74-35
Orange County @ Charlottesville (NW-Jefferson District Showdown) 1/17/2026 W 75-45

Brentsville @ Handley 1/20/2026 W 84-42

Millbrook @ Handley 1/23/2026 L 75-65

Sherando @ Sherando 1/30/2026 W 7-35

SVA @ SVA 1/31/2026 W 82-18

James Wood @ James Wood 2/2/2026 W 72-32

Veritas Academy @ Veritas Academy 2/4/2026 W 91-44

Skyline @ Handley 2/6/2026 W 75-36

Hidden Valley @ Salem (Adam Ward Classic) 2/7/2026 W 66-57

Liberty @ Liberty 2/13/2026 W 80-38

Jefferson County W.VA. @ Handley 2/16/2026 W 70-36

END OF REGULAR SEASON 18-5

REGIONALS

Region Quarterfinal Millbrook @ Handley 2/23/2025 W 76-49

Region Semi-final Sherando @ Handley 2/25/2026 W 59-51
Region final Handley @ EC Glass 2/27/2026 W 60-58

STATE PLAYOFFS

State Quarterfinal Broad Run @ Handley 3/3/2026 W 70-62

State Semi-final @ Highland Springs HS 3/6/2026 vs. Varina W 49-44

State Final @ VCU Richmond Va. vs. Hampton 3/13/2026 W 61-42 
[image: image38.png]



RECORD FOR 2025-2026 24-5
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STATE CHAMPS PARADE!
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City Council Celebration! 
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THE END OF THE CHAMPIONSHIP SEASON.
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